
It is hard to believe that the 

first quarter is coming to an 

end.  With the cold weather 

upon us, I know that stu-

dents have found their rou-

tines and are working hard 

to keep them.  I also know 

that everyone is anxiously 

awaiting the arrival of re-

port cards, which will be 

distributed on November 

12th.  Please review the 

report cards carefully with 

your son/daughter.  If nec-

essary, contact your child’s 

teacher to make arrange-

ments for a conference.   

Students will be more suc-

cessful through a strong 

partnership between home 

and school.  When this 

happens, it is amazing how 

much a student can 

achieve.  Parental involve-

ment enhances academic 

performance and provides 

a greater chance of aca-

demic success.  Involved 

parents also effect the 

child’s classroom behavior.  

The more the parent is in-

volved, the better the class-

room behavior.   

We can work together to 

keep the partnership going. 

Try reading together at 

home.  This will greatly 

improve their reading 

skills.  Have your child 

teach you a math problem 

that they finished for 

homework.  Students love 

to play teacher and the par-

ent can get a better under-

standing of the teacher’s 

expectations.  Let’s contin-

ue our partnership this 

year. 

Thank you for your contin-

ued support each and every 

day. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

November 2 

End of 9 weeks 

Board Meeting at 7:30 

 

November 3 

In-Service Day 

No school for students 

 

November 16 

PTA meeting at 7:00 

 

November 11 

School Closed 

 

November 12 

Report Cards go home 

 

November 16 

Board Meeting at 7:30 

 

November 26-30 

No School  

 



CRAFTON Page 2 

Full STEAM Ahead-What’s New? 
Students in grades K-3 have been busy having fun with STEAM-related activities during their recess time... creativity, 
teamwork, and problem solving abound! 
Children began with an activity called "Saving Sam" in which their challenge was to work as a team to save "Sam" (a gum-
my worm!) from his capsized "boat" (a plastic cup), which had flipped in a storm at sea.  Using only a limited number of 
paperclips (and NO hands!), students had to right the boat and place Sam gently back into his "life preserver" (a gummy 
Lifesaver!).  We're happy to report that Sam was SAVED! 
K and 1 students have been enjoying the beauty of the outdoors in Fall as they've taken nature walks around the school, 
collecting interesting items along the way.  After exploring the objects up close with magnifying lenses, students used them 
to paint lovely pictures.  They found it interesting to see how pretty a picture, a pinecone, and a dried hydrangea bloom 
could make when used as paintbrushes! 
2nd and 3rd graders have been SO excited to participate in our "Speedometry" unit by Hotwheels!  Teams designed (and 
re-designed!) their racetracks to meet various challenges with the goal being to send their car the farthest, the fastest 
and through a loop-the-loop!  We discussed gravity, velocity, potential and kinetic energy. 
Coming soon to STEAM for the primary grade students... creation of no-sew blankets, which will be made by students and 
donated to cancer patients AND computer coding activities! 
 

Written by Gretchen DeRoss 
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Crafton Elementary kicked off our anti-

bullying program in mid- September. The 

emphasis was on empowering the by-

stander and teaching the students the im-

portance of self-advocacy in bullying situa-

tions.  The staff used team building activi-

ties and simulating bullying situation to 

teach these points. 

Empowering the by-stander is an important 

aspect to prevent bullying.  Teaching the 

students there is strength in numbers en-

forces that “standing up” for someone who 

is being mistreated can stop the negative 

behavior.  We teach the students to verbally 

stand up for other student and discourage 

any type physical confrontations. If enough 

by-standers help the student who is being 

bullying, those behaviors will cease to ex-

ist. 

The majority of bullying incidents happen 

outside of the view of an adult.  Teaching 

student self-advocacy or being able to han-

dle difficult situations on their own are 

important skills.  We encourage all children 

who are bullied or witness bullying to re-

port it to the nearest adult immediately.  

The only way to stop bullying is to talk 

about it.  We provide a safe environment 

for students to discuss their experiences in 

hopes to stop bullying. 

The students have class meetings to discuss 

ways to control and stop bullying behaviors 

here at Crafton Elementary School.   Please 

speak to your student about the negative 

effects of bullying and encourage them to 

report any negative activity to adults.   

Written by Stephen Hope 

 

On October 30th, the students at Crafton Elementary participated in 

the annual Halloween Parade and Party.  Students dressed up in their 

favorite costumes and paraded for many of the friends and family.  The 

students had a great time acting out their favorite character and were 

able to show this off to many others.  I was glad to be part of the tradi-

tion.  Seeing all the smiles and hearing all of the laughter made for a 

positive day at Crafton. 

Superheroes and Princesses Visit 

Crafton 

Olweus Update 

Just a reminder as colder weather begins to roll in, students will be going outside for recess if temperatures are over 

32 degrees.  Students also wait outside prior to school starting at 8:30, and the new dismissal procedures have the 

students standing outside in line waiting for their parents.  Please make sure that students are dressed appropriately 

for the weather.   

Oh, The Weather Outside is Frightful! 



                    MISSION 

 Education is certainly worth the commitment of time, money, and effort. 

 Education is a cooperative effort of parents, students, staff, and communi-

ty. 

 All students are unique individuals with varied interest and abilities. 

 All students can be successful learners based on their ability. 

 All students have a right to be educated to the fullest potential. 

 Individual guidance is critical to maximize each student's potential. 

 Students should be encouraged to explore their potential. 

 High expectations directly affect performance. 

 Every individual has worth and deserves respect and dignity. 

 A nurturing, safe environment is conducive to learning. 

 The school district should encourage students to be responsible members 

of a global society 

 The Carlynton School District, 

 recognizing the shared responsibility  

of the educators, students and families  

of this culturally diverse community,  

will provide a challenging educational  

program for all students within  

a safe, nurturing environment,  

which will enable them to function as  

productive, ethical and responsible  

global citizens.  

 

CRAFTON ELEMENTARY 

412-429-2500, 

FAX: 412-922-7587 

marsha.burleson@carlynton.k12.pa.us  

CARLYNTON 

We are on the web 

www.carlynton.k12.pa.us 



On Monday, October 12th, the 6th grade participated in the annual Rocket Launch at Crafton Park. This 

science-filled day is a Crafton tradition that has been held in the fall for over 20 years. With the help of 

the Lab Ratz and Steven Reinstadtler from Bayer, the students engaged in numerous activities while ro-

tating through three stations. At the first station, students launched their Estes Wizard model rockets. 

They start building these at the beginning of the year, focusing on Newton’s Third Law of Motion and 

rocket terminology. At the Lab Ratz station, students participated in activities concentrating in aerody-

namics and Bernoulli’s Principal. With the Bayer presenter, Steven Reinstadtler, students were thrilled 

to make “slime” using common household products and watch the chemical reaction of their homemade 

“rocket fuel”.  

This day would not be possible without the help and support of the 6th grade parents! They organized 

the volunteers, provided lunch, and were there to lend assistance with all of the activities. Thank you to 

everyone who helped to make this day a huge success once again, it is always such a wonderful way to 

start the year! 

Written by Bridget  Ward 

6th Grade Rocket Launch: Lift off to     

Learning 


